Explosives. An increase in the number of bombings di-
rected at postal facilities, coupled with a change in the
character of bomb attempts, has been experienced by
the Inspection Service. In 1967, the Inspection Service
investigated 108 bomb threats. In 1970, 380 were in-
vestigated. Investigation has developed evidence that,
increasingly, those who seek to destroy postal facilities
are less emotional and more calculating than those who
did so in the past. The Post Office appears to have become
a symbol of Federal authority and the target of disaffected
members of society.

In FY 1971, there were 616 bomb scares at postal in-
stallations- These resulted in the evacuation of 34,525
employees and the loss of 26,375 man-hours. There were
13 actual bombings, and 90 bombs were mailed out,
There were 150 instances in which other explosives were
sent through the mails,

Federal law (18 U.S.C. 1716) has for many years
proscribed the mailing of explosives, bombs, Infernal
machines, etc., and is the statutory vehicle under which
the Inspection Service has long and successfully conducted
investigations relative to such matters. With the passage
of the Organized Crime Control Act of 1970, additional
statutory authority can now be invoked under section
844(e) and (f) of the act against those individuals at-
tempting bomb assaults or threats against postal facilities,
personnel, or equipment.

Immediate action by Postal Inspectors includes exami-
nation of postal facilities, searching postal premises, efforts
to identify and apprehend offenders, and liaison with
Federal and local police authorities as necessary. Selected
Postal Inspectors are continually being trained to cope
with any bombing exigencies that may arise.

Firearms. The mailing of concealable firearms, with cer-
tain exceptions, is prohibited by 18 U.S.G. 1715 and en-
forcement Is entrusted to the Postal Inspection Service.
Neither the Gun Control Act of 1968 (P.L. 90-618) nor
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(P.L. 90-315) amends or restricts provisions of 18 U.S.C.
1715.

During FY 1971, the Inspection Service conducted 365
investigations concerned with mailed firearms.

Research. At the request of the Postal Inspection Service,
the Research Department of the U. S. Postal Service
is working on a project to detect bombs, explosives,
weapons, 'and narcotics in the mailstream. To dale, an
entirely favorable resolution of this project has not been
feasible due to the speed at which mail is processed, the
self-positioning of parcels passing a detection device to
be located at a specific point in the mechanized mail-flow
system, and other technical problems.

Current research has been directed toward detecting
metal masses, narcotics, and explosives in a parcel by
vapor determination. There has been some success in
developing a low-level X-ray technique that enables the
examination of a suspect parcel with low-dosage X-ray
that is not harmful to personnel or damaging to photo-
graphic film that may 'be close to the detection point. To
date, a total of $304,000 has been expended on the com-
bined project,

Other prohibited mailing, It is against the Jaw to use the
mails to engage in extortion involving threats to injure
the reputation of a person or to accuse a person of a
crime; to incite to arson, assassination, or murder; and
to transport poisons or scurrilous or defamatory matter,
The Inspection Service investigated 11,801 suspect in-

stances of such crimes in FY 1971, resulting m 1,184
convictions.

Mail Fraud

The Inspection Service contributes to the national con-
sumer protection effort by enforcing the Mail Fraud
Statute (18 U.S.C. 1341).

Although Postal Inspectors may not serve as intermedi-
aries in the settlement of financial or property transac-
tions conducted through the mails, their investigations
frequently result in the discontinuance of fraudulent
promotions, A total of 5,626 fraudulent promotions ceased
operations in FY 1971 as a direct result of these investiga-
tive efforts.

Consumer protection. There is frequent cooperation be-
tween the Inspection Service and the various Consumer
Protection Coordinating Committees being1 established
throughout the country under Federal Trade Commission
sponsorship. These Committees Include representatives of
State attorneys general, United States attorneys, and other
law enforcement agencies, plus BeUer Business Bureaus,
Chambers of Commerce, and related consumer-protection
organizations. These Committees are being developed as
a means not only of assisting consumers, but also to bring
about corrections and improvements in the various trade
practices in order to satisfy and, hopefully, eliminate con-
sumer complaints. In addition., coordinated attention is
given to identifying and seeking prosecution of those who
would defraud consumers.

The Inspection Service frequently assists and cooperates
with the Special Assistant to the President for Consumer
Affairs in the investigation of numerous consumer com-
plaints and inquiries which bear on possible misuse of the
malls,

Credit cards. The Postal Inspection Service program to
combat credit-card fraud has expanded each year since
its inception in FY 1964. A nationwide system of Co-
ordinators effectively operates in developing evidence of
criminal violations and in channeling information bear-
ing on credit-card investigations, Postal Inspectors in-
vestigating credit-card cases also have a close working
relationship with State and local authorities.

The Mail Fraud Statute has been a most effective
prosecutive tool in. dealing with this type of fraud. In
addition, many State and local laws have increasingly been
applied in this effort.

During FY 1971, 436 convictions for credit-card fraud
were obtained in 103 Federal courts and 333 in State
and local courts, As of June 30, 1971, there were 1,281
investigations underway.
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